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ACORN'S LATEST MICRO 

The Mica Live programme ihcluded a demonstration of a 
p r ot Jtype of Acorn's new micro. Acorn have. for some time now. 
had 8 RISC-based system called ARM (Acorn RISC Machine). ~hich 
t he! ha ve been selling a~ an evaluation system. at around £4,500. 
ARM J s a machine in a toially different ' performance league to 
ea r l l e r machines, running about 30 times faster than the Model B, 
20 1 i rnes faster than the Master and around 35 times faster ' than 
a n T BM PC. When BASI c runs that .fast, it can be used for a 1 ot ! 
of a pp lications which had to be written in machine code in the pa.s t f or speed. 

A~ o rn has gohe further than Just designing a RISC processor. That 
chi r is Just one of a set of four. which together make up the 
com r•l cte computer. It is this set of chips that really make ARM a s Lu rming machine. 

The o t her thr~e chips are: i) a memory 
loo ks after RAM, ROM and disc memory; 
anct i ii) a graphics and sound chip. 

management chip, which 
ii) an input output chip; 

The l a tter · is most impressive. One screen mode gives a 
, resol u tion of 640 by 512 with 256 colours per pixel, but the real 
bea Qt y of this chip is that you can choose how much memory , you 
wan t to use for a screen and how you are going to divide it 
be t~1ee n resolution and number of colours. You can go up to a 
resol ution of 1000 by 1000. The sound system provides quality 
close to that of a compact disc. 

Howev e r, it is not Just' a micro which can run BASIC very fast. 
The philosophy of RISC means that, as well as using the RISC 
processor io emulate an 8 bit 6502, using different software, 
th e s nme ,computer could be turned into a MS DOS or UNIX machine. 

Aco rn now have to turn their development system into a product. 
They will have to choose a price and the right packaging for 
the ir RISC design, and they'll need to deliver software to make 
RISC run off-the-shelf bus.iness and scientific packages. The 
cost of production of a RISC processor can be around a fifth of 
tha1 for a traditional processor; if Acorn could produce a RISC 
computer for the oost of a Master . system, say £900, giving twenty 
tim c.s the speed for no extra cost, they would have a very 
comi:••~ t i ti ve machine. 

Dave Brown (based on Micro Live notes) 

MICRO LIVE 

The l a st Micro Live may well have ~iterally been the last Micro 
LI VE as the BBC have not yet decided whether the programme will 
re tt ~-11 in the Autumn. · If you enjoy Micro Live, and think it 
shot l ~ continue, wtiy not tell the BBC. The address to write to 
is : The controller, EfBC 2, Television Centre, Wood Lane, London 
W1 2 7 HJ. 
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FOR SALE 

AMX MAX icon-based 'desktop' rom, only £15. 
Sheffield 307265 after 6 pm. 

Telephone An c . e w 

1F01f SALE. a 

3 
+ :i 

,1:ri Hicroline 30 dot natr·i1 printer. ~«'","""g.·~ .. ,-.,u-.---=im::!~ 
481BBll3'2 oolut111 PP!nter uit-11 hlor.k :71 
t el ete:c:t t 1we graph1~s. ,r• _,..-"" 

Cfntrorucs st:anda .. d 1nteirf aae, · ?.-· .->·· 
fr ictio11 or for111 feed, I/ 111111111vr··" 
£75 lii'til] • ,/'., . .I' 
TKS 88 line- printer, UII (nt1P18ll) !JM,~"'!IJ · 
88 columin i:lot fllaft•i1. pr-inter. -·---n 
Oot addressable 9raph1os: -::]· . • - 1[: 

0 
i l38 • " • · 

l
0-_zs! ~u:6 i_=~o! lVLILea:si!l ink 48 h·ac:k dual 

Ho data or pouet' leacls:. 
Ui l l separate, 
£48 eaGh o~ 178 for both 

ori ve I 

Tor .. ch (CPR) 288 8ecrnnd F'r·ncessor. 

. ___ , ! ~} 

- --- '(;1 I 
[ 11572 m I 1~ ....£..1 

i4k raft\, PeI"i ect Writ er·/Spel ler/F i lern:alc integr·ated 
{ 780) B.as i ,:; & Manuals, . 

.,...c,.i: J. a,. - rn .:; • r L -:-·d ,;;- l 

iIIS or ui ll Gonsj.det• er.chin~e _for ,usi,:; 5908 or· h.•lete1t 
Cont.act Pete on 0l42-459165 fHHer lllflR} 

HELP 

flrla ,: t er 

on 

Does any member have a Philips CM8~33 RGB Monitor? I suspect s in e is 
not quite as it should be and would like to see if another ~ic nitor 
has the same characteristics. For one thing, the yellow on mi ri e is 
decidedly orange, and certain combinations of colouis with v e r tical 
lines over colour backgrounds _produc<';!s some ~,tr~nge •effects. c a n a ny 
member help or know of a service engineer who-might be able t c sort 
out the problems, without depriving me of my ~onitor for mor e t han a 
few days! 

Mike Robinson (The Librarian) Phone: 342870 
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