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Diary

March 20th (The Hornblower) Talk and Demonstration
by ATFL

April 3rd (The Hornblower) Social

April 17th (yehue~to*be &Frangedy Talk and Demonstration

e il S d by Steve Gold
Mav lst (The Hornblower) Social
May 15th The Annual General Meeting

Thanks to John Morrell for organising the visit to ITEC, which most members tound very

interesting and instructive. [+ any members have contacts for similar visits locally,
then please let Fhil Rubini know.

The 4 Computer Bufts" programme on Channel 4 every Monday at 5.30 135 well warth

VIEWL1nRg. Also, the last of the present 'Micro Live' programmes on BECZ 1s c©n Friday
8th March, and repeated the following day.

LRI

The time has come round vet again for the Annual Beneral Meeting which has been arranged
tor May 15th, As usual the only business ot importance will be the election of the
committee, In previous years most uf the cammitiee hsve been prepared to stand again,
but this vyear there 1s a general teeling that fresh i1mpetus 1s needed and all of the
present committee have decided to stand down. R new committee will bring 1n new 1deas
with difterent emphases and contacts.

We think we can speak for all the current committee members 1n saving that 1t has been
a very enjoyable and educational involvement and we can unreservedly recommend i1t to
anyane Wwho 1% tempted to take on one of the posts. Certainly naobody should be put off
by a lack of experience since this is the position from which most ot us started almost
three vyears a&ga. All  of the present committee will remain i1n the club and will be
available and willing to assist with any problems of continuity.

The present committee structure comprises:

Chairman: (John Morrell)
This post probably reguires the least amount of additicnal time but invalves chairing
both club and committee meetinds., announcing visiting speakers etc.

Secretarv: (Carol Hounslow) |
A fair amount of work 1s required to deal with general correspondence and minutes of
committee meetings.

Treasurer: (Jon Fryer) R
The club's accounts are not at all elaborate and no great accounting skills are
required; however a basic numeracy 1s considered desirable. :

Librarian: (Tony Wood)
[deally someone with their own transport and strong arms should take this on.



Events Organiser: (Fh1l Rubini)

Ferhaps the most demanding of spare

time and
SPeakers and general events and exp

enthusiasm thig r
loiting one's cont

equires thasing up
acts to the full,

Newslettaer Editors: (John Bramwell & Ken West)
Reguires someone with a word Processor ang
people to write articles,
newletter every month from withi

alternative arrangements can hbe

boundless enthusiasm {qr
Failing all this, the abi1lity to creat

n. A printer 1g also desirable but not
made 1+ needed,

bullying other

It anyone has any 1interest

1n any of
1ncumbent. The structure listed above evolv

time the club was tormed,
cambining aor sharing of ex

these jobs then please a

ed to utilise the people
and 1s 1n no Wav sacrosanct,

ppbroach the Present
available at the
Any variation on the atcove

or

XK1sting activities can be agreed at the AGM. The 1important

thing 15 that S1X or seven members are willing to become actively 1nvolved 1n the
organisation and administration of the club,

otherwise the ciub will dissipate and
possibly cease to exist,

Froblems At Acorn

By now everyone will have heard of th
were suspended last month atter they ha
For some time there Wwas considevable u
survive and then

e problems which have beset Acarn. Their shares
d fallen from a peak of 193p 1a 1983 to 28a.
ncertainty as to whether or not the company would
a series of rumours of takeavers by Clive Sinclair (!) and athers.

The present situatian, as far as we knaw 1t, 15 that livetti (well-known printer
manutacturers) have bought out 49% of Acorn for some twelve mxlll?n pounds with pptlcns
to i1ncrease thig holding 1n the future. Herman Hauser and Chris Curry have noth  heen
retained as deputy chairmen under 8 New executive chairman.

Even without being bailed out 1n this way 1t 1s very unlikely th

at the BBC micro would
have disappeared but now 1t seems that the development program for

the new add-cns and

business computers 1s secure. [t 15 1nteresting to note that several companies were
giving assurances that support tor the Beeb would continue evgn betore the rescue ?as
-nnouhced Being realistic about 1t. there are very tew ado-ons 1n most peoples
a . »

computer set-ups which are derived directly from Acorn.

AMX Mouse

had h ry Hl l u f . i ‘y e )
R tl we a a [ ouse system (+rom dvan ed Neﬂ'ur\"
ecen Y ance tD t ocut t e X t f A anc Systems
lt Ila b n UlSDlaVEd at mOSt micro shows since 1t s ElEQSE towa d h d (o] as
- ee ¢ . radas l e e $ ast
Y r and Nldelv adver tised i1n the DDQUlal CDIIDUtEl ﬂaqa_’l es
ear.,

e " ser
d includes the mouse, ROM Firmware, us
ackaged and presented, an ’ ; AMX  art
VIR, e E tliq ::;fep utility disc and cassette, manuals for the mouse and
port connecting ’
- i movement 1n
software. f conventional design with a large steel ball-bearing to :iligls o 5 e
The mouse 15 Of C th optical detectors to translate this movement in ? ?ect1on sotions
B, dirECtlonﬁ w;ser port Three red buttons give a wide v:r:etv e :Etne CLEF BTt
the ’ i e that this use ©
then sent to . It 15 interesting to se , h the
tor any aSSOCIatEduSS;:rSIS with the sideways RAMboard, which 15 at variance wit
be ¢
appei;?meiuon page 4 of the Sclidisk manual.
disc ;



The mouse comes complete with an excellent set of software. An Bk KOM
code to control the mouse's primary responses as well as a range af '’ commands hich
are available +{or use in any Basic programme with or without the mouse. Forqlr;tzulc
there 1s an easy-to-use window definer, which avoids the need for complex VDU caémangze‘

contains the

The disc/cassette software 1g VEry impressive. The use ot 1cons and pull-down me

similar to the Apple "Mac’ and other popular business micros. Icoas aee p'ed2$5 1;
characters, similar to sprites, and examples are to be seen on the right henh s~c1ne'
the front page picture. This months front page 1s a screen dump  fram thé Ama EASL
programme. It clearly shows the range of drawing facilities available from within thé
programme, accessod from the screen via a series of pictogranms. For example, the
picture ot the pencil qives lire drawiag mode, the paint roller fille areas with the

selected shading, the circle and box provide the circle and rectangle routines and =g
on. Qt the bottom of the screen are displayed all the predefinec shadinag patterns
available, which are 1ncidentally to British Standards., The top line displays the

series of pull down menus available, all entered using the mouse-controlied pointer,

Overall, we were very impressed with the complete package. In particular the speed of
the drawing routines and the "ease ot use: make 1t suitable taor a wide range ot users
and applicatiaons. Following our short experience of 1t, the only reservation which we
have 1s that the steel ball qives better response on some surtaces. There 15 no
requirement in the manual for a particular material, but perhaps a coating on the ball
woulc have given a more consistent response to a variety ot surfaces.

[n this month s Acorn User there 1s an 1ndicatian that AMS are bringing out two more
sottware packages for the AMX, and 1t 1s this sort of support that makes the future of
this mouse guite secure,

Intertacing Frodlems

OQur recent experience of reviewing the AMX mouse and the Fenman plotter has highl:ghted
a preblem which has grown steadily worse over the last vear, the competition for use &+
the varyous 1nput/cutput ports provided +for the BBC micro. Althcugh the Beeb 1s
generouslv equipped with such ports compared with other micros there are ncw SO  many
add-cns available that careful consideration has to be given to ensure the correct
combination of equipment. We have listed below the more popular peripherals which
utilise each ot the ports.

Frinter port:
This 15 1n fact the parallel printer interface and suits

most oDrinters. Since there 18 little turther
competition for this port 1t should always be used when
possible. Some printers, especially the more expensive

daisy-wheels, give an option between serial and parallel
but there are only three reasons +{for using the serial
port: the cable can be much longer than 1s possible with
a parallel lead (max%. 5-10 m),the cable 15 less bulky and
ezsi1er to make wunobtrusive, and the «cable 15 nmuch

cheaper.

23 Fort: ) 5
Rad 4s mentloned above, can be used for printers but much

more cammonly for modems of all types, computer to
computer comeunicatien, the majority of ctonventional
plotters as well as the penman plotter.



A/D Fort:

User Port:

1 MHz bus:

Disc port:

The Tube:

Fower supply:

Cassette Fort:

(4]

Most commonly for .
Joysticks
and pads). 1light opens, '50%2uui

e
0
laboratory i1nterface equipment.

owm
o-
-+
o

This has been left principally for customised equipment
but 1s now being increasingly usecq, Examples are the
AMX mouse reviewed above, the Chameleon colour generator

EVI digitising camera, and proprietary /4 converters, l

For some reason this has been consistently under-used.
Iln principle this bus can be used for accessing a further
&4k  of HKAM and controlling large numbers of external
devices but little use has been made of these facilities.

Current users are the ATPL eprom blower, Teletext anc
Frestel decoders and the vrange of Eurocard expansian
units,

No problems here, you eirther have a disc or you don 't.

This 1s usad exclusively for second processors and 1f you
want mare than one you must accept the need to pull out
the plugs and reconnect every time you change .

This was originally intended to run just & disc draive but
1t has also been used by several other devices such as
the ATPL eprom blower and various robot arms. he moral
is that if vou can get eguipment, especially disc drives.
with 1ntegral power supply 1t 1s well worthwhile.

Obviously i1ntended only +or a cassette recarder bhut fas
peen utilised by such devices as Frestel adapters.
However there 1s usually no conflict as any such device
will alsoc contain 1ts own cassette port whichk may ofter

be used i1ndependently.

The only other 1nput aor output sockets on ths PBeeb are
the three which feed ditterent types of monitaor. There
15 usually no conilict hare: UHF for a television, RGBE
for a montior and the video out socket for & composite
video monitor. However 1f you need to take signals to a
videg recorder for sub-titling or simply rgcordlng
screens then 1t 1s preferable to take an output from the
composite video socket as this corresponds to the _
standard tor many of the popular domestic video
recorders. In this case 1t 15 obviously better to
purchase & monitor which uses the RGB socket, as both can

then be used simultaneously.
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